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To the Right Worſhjpful 


7 5 FI ER many other Breaches, 
| 5 8 which have been made in your 
Family, it has pleaſed” the Al- 
Jl 1 to take from ou your 
eldeſt and only ſurviving Son; 
and to extinguiſh that Lamp ; by 
 _ which your Name, Honour, and 

Poſterity might have been perpetuated. As up- 
on this mournful Occaſion the following Diſ- 
courſe was preach'd ; ſo it is. now in this pub- 
lick Manner humbly preſented to your Wor- 


ſhip; it being thought, that his virtuous Ex- 


Sir Jon FRYER, Bart. 


2 AND 
Alderman of the City of London. 
SIR, 


ample and bright Character might be ſervice- 


able to excite ather young Gentlemen to imi- 


tate ſuch a Pattern. And if the Diſcourſe. it 


ſelf have any Tendeney to ſuch a Deſign, and 
ſhall by the Bleſſing of Heav n be ſucceſsful to 
any ſuch Purpoſe, it will be a great Satisfaction 


to Mc, who am unter all kind of Obligations 
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to promote the Good of Others, as far as 


the narrow Sphere of my Abilities can ex- 


Your Worſhip has been taught by Expe- 


rience, that the Glories of this World, and 
the Proſperities of this Life, as a Shadow 
quickly paſs away. The Scene has been often 
changed; your Harp has been frequently 
turn d into Mourning, and your Organ into 
the Voice of them that weep. Yet I have 


with Pleaſure obſerv'd, that under all theſo 


preſſing Trials your Mind has been com- 
1 the Heart be tumultuous, and re- 


bel againſt the divine Diſpoſals, it is almoſt 
impoſſible to reſtrain the Tongue from inde- 


cent Speeches; for out of the Abundance of 
the Heart the Mouth ſpeaketh, and too often 
chargeth God fooliſhly. - But you have held 
your peace; ar, if you have at any time o- 


pen d your Lips, it has been to aſcribe Righte- - 
ouſneſs to your Maker. This is comfortable 


upon the Review. Deep Afflictions are an 
Exerciſe, which try the Strength of our Gra- 
ces: But to them, who ſuſtain the Combat in 
8 right Manner, os Je is happy. Behold! 
happy is the Man, whom God thus corxect- 


eth; Thereby the Heart is ſoftn'd, the Habit 
- of Righteouſneſs ſtrengthen d, and the native 


Fruit of all is Peace, But it is after we have 
ſuffer d awhile, as St. Peter ſpeaks, that we reap 
this Fruit; No Chaſtiſement is for the preſent 
jayaus, but afterwards. it bringeth forth the 
eaccable Fruits of Righteouſnels, Wige 
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ſubmit our ſelves under the mighty Hand of 
God, call in our wandering Affections, preſß 
on to greatet Degrees of Holineſs, and to know 


Chriſt in the Power of his Death and Reſur- 


rection; then Afflictions turn to our great Ad- 
vantage. And upon ſuch an Improvement I be- 
lieve you are intent. And may that God, 
who comforteth them who are caſt down, 
be your conſtant Support; bleſs you in your 
own Perſon, and in the remaining Branches of 
your honourable Family. 


IN theſe Wiſhes I doubt not of the Con- 
currence of all the true Lovers of their Country 
your publick Character being ſo well known, 
and your indefatigable Endeavours to ſerve it 
in the moſt dangerous Times, and with the 
greateſt Hazard to your Perſon ; when our hap- 


py Settlement, under his preſent Majeſty King 


GEORGE, the great Protector of our Li- 
berties Civil and Religious, and the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion were boldly ſtruck at. Then, and 


upon all Occaſions ſince, you have diſcover d 


a Bravery of Mind, and a Steadineſs in your 
Conduct, which has gain'd you Reſpect from 
all Sorts of Perſons. Your Name is honoura- 
ble in the great City, for your impartial Ad- 
miniſtration of Juſtice z and the Societies for 
Reformation own You to be their heartieſt 
Friend, and their greateſt Support. There are 
many private, but induſtrious Families, that 
ſtruggle with great Neceſſities, who will ac- 
knowledge your Kindneſs; theſe being the Ob? 
jeas, which you think worthy of Encourage- 

| ment, 


— > - 


"DEDICATION. 


ment; and not ſtrolling Beggars and idle Ve 


s. Suffer me, Sir, in the Concluſion: to 


. acknowledge the great Favours which I have 


receivd from You in the Courſe of many 


Fears, and your ſteady Adherence to me in 
the moſt difficult Circumſtances of my Life. 


Ian. 
Right Warſhipful, 
Tour moſt Obliged and 
Obedient Sion, 


10 


Jacob Ball. 
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Ar meleholy Occafis i the enſuing 
my Diſcourſe, 8 bara fail to excite s 
l Sorrow inthe Minds of good Men, 
Wil Sch will bear a tenden Part in the afflic- = 
e Stroke, which the Death of this 
ng Gentleman bath to bis worthy 
Feather: Wh bath dove d ſo well of 
the Lovers of of Virtue and of 9 
bi honourable Diſcharge ge of the various Offic 
| ariſtr in this great City ; « infor dps 
dent dir, r weh every one of 
them, to the diſpatch of 4 the Reformation of pL4 
ners, the Securing of the publick Peace, and the Promotion 
of the common Intereſt of his King and 
But, without that r. the early W of 4 
e Four and Twenty, likely 
World, and 4 [poſed ta 


g 
| F lah always been — a Diffcalty in Provi- 
dence, and the Inſtances of it often occur, that Perſons 
lieh ro ſerve their Generation, are ſometimes | 
| fhewn to the World, and then call i off the Stage; whi 
on the other hand Numbers of licentious * are conti- 
nued in Life, who live to no good Purpoſe, and frequem- 
ly have the moſt Cions r If we 2 pho 
"0 other Account of this, beſide the Divine Pleaſure; in in 


whoſe Hands the Times of all are; we might be well 
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be acts myſterionſly to. #5, Bur fore valuable Ends, t0 
ſerved by ſuch « Procedare,' may bis open F 
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#0 or View: 


„ who' diſcover at preſent no Virtuous Diſpoſitions ; we 
ſowld — 7 ſuch eſpecially need 1 er time: 
And God graut, that his long ſuffering may be Salvation 
to them, who are ſurprixing Inſtances of it. On the other 
band, ear. Fen and a diſtingwifhing Furniture for Uſe« 
uineſi, art not loſt by an early Death., The Per ſons them 
ewes are qualified for a more diſtinguiſhing Reward, 
and for more eminent Services in the upper 2 An 
Degus of Service below, if they were in the Heart, as 
n David's Caſe, ſhall not loſe their Acceptance or Reward 
from God, for want of an Opportunity to put them in Ex- 
ecution, And the good fs e hopeful Touth upon 
the World about them, may ſurvive their own Reſidence 
init. Their Examples may ftill continue 4 Spur to Imi- 
ration. Their very Deaths ſometimes awaken the Zeal of 
other pious Touth- to be more uttive in doing Good, than 
they would otherwiſe have been, upon ſuch moving Evi- 
dence of the Uncertainty of Time: And, by the Blaſing af 
God, they may be equally ſerviceable to convince the 
Thoughtleſs and Secure, of the Wiſdom and. Neceſſity f 
remembring their Creator, and preparing for another Life 
betimes, when they have ſo ſe a Demonſtration, thas 
this may be their only Seaſon. _ 1 N rene 
Te Sermon, which this attends, is deſigned, and well 
ated, te owe this Improvement of Mr. FRYE R's 
Death: To fortify againſt the cuſt Vanities and Ex- 
orbitances. of Touth, and to engage thoſe, who are per in 
the flower of Life, to attend without Delay to the. Diftates 
of Reaſon and Religior, upon the Proſpett of ax Ace 
count approaching. That it may be ſucceſiful to many for 
I good a Purpoſe, is the hearty Prayer f 
.QITI9 | 7 
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NET 2 
Et to the Riſing Age, 


Fobn Evans. 


fo 


A 
Funeral Sermon 


FOR 


7 OHN FRYER, Eſq; 


| EccL. XI. 9. 
Rejoice, O young Man in thy Touth, and let 
thine Heart cheer thee in the Days of thy 
Touth, and walk in the Ways of thy Heart, 
and in the Sight of thine Eyes : biit know 
thou, that all theſe Things God will 
bring thee imo Judgement. 


HES E arc the Words of Solomon, 
che Son of David, and the King 
of Iſtael, addreſs'd, as you find, 
to young Perſons. He was poſ- 
GEES {c'd of all thoſe Qualifications, 
which were needful to render him an able In- 
ſtructor, and to give Weight to his Advice. 
His Father David was a Man who ſoard 
high in his Contemplations of God, in his At- 


tributes, Works and Providence; and was ſe- 


raphick in his Devotions. You find him ſome- 
times in his Pſalms ſtriving to kindle a religi- 
ous Flame in all the Parts of the Creation, 
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when the Prailes of its gr t 
hears'd. And therefore it is not to be thought, 


c caſt thee off for ever. 


monies. 


| * 1 Chron, xxyiii- 9. 
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and to make Nature itfelf break.” Silence, 


eat Author were re- 


that he ſhould neglect to make the warmeſt 


Application to a Son of the moſt promiſing 
Genius, and deſigned. for his Sueceſſox in the 


Kingdom. The Ardour of the Prophet, and 
the Affections of a tender Parent, both 
conſpir d to enforce his Exhortations. * © Thou 


% Solomon, my Son, know thou the God of 


« thy Fathers; and ſerve him with a willing 
« Mind; for the Lord ſearcheth all Hearts, 
« and underftandeth all the Imaginations of 
ce the Thoughts: if thou ſeek him, he will be 
« found of thee; if thou ferſake him, he will 
Theſe Inſtructions 
were followed with feryent Prayers; That 
God would give him a perfect Heart to keep 
his Commandments, his Statutes and his Teſti- 
And this Son of his was the belov- 
cd of the Lord, who magnified him exceeding- 
ly in the fight of all /ae/. God appeared to 
him, and ſaid; Ask, what ſhall I give thee? + 
And his Requeſt was for Wiſdom and Know- 
ledge ; that eſpecially, which ſhould render 
him an excellent Governour, and a Bleſſing to 
the Pcople he was to reign over. And he 
was not only endued with Wiſdom beyond 
the Proportion of Mortals; but, as a farther 
Teſtimony of the Fayour of God, he had a 
greater ſhare of Riches and Honour than any 
King of Iſrael ever enjoy'd. Being thus ſer 
forth in the higheſt Grandeur, and the great- 


eſt Affluence of Condition, here was an am- 
ple 


+ 1 Chron, xxix, 1, , 
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ple Province for the Exerciſe of his Virtue* 


A diſtinguiſhing Judgment, and a penetrating 
Wiſdom muſt grapple with Variety of Objects, 
which ſooth the Paſſions, and, by their grate- 
ful Impreſſions, invite the attention of the 
Mind, and furniſh it with freſh Objects of 
Delight; whereby, without a ſtrict Guard, the 
Soul may forget her native Excellency, debaſe 
her ſelf, ſink into the vileſt Slavery, and lye 
bound in Chains of her own making: And 
the Heart, which ſhould be the Seat of Practi- 
cal Wiſdom, become the Source of Extrava- 
gance and Folly. The World does not afford 
a livelier Inſtance of this, than what we meet 
with in the Hiſtory of this great King. Who 
under all theſe Endowments, in their Nature 


the Auxiliaries of Virtue, was, notwithſtand- 
ing, enſnard with the flattering Sweets of 


Senſe, and the bewitching Pleaſures of Life; 
which made ſuch an Inroad upon him by 
Degrees, that at length he became beſotted to 
his Luſts, and thro' the Influence of thoſe 
Wives he had taken out of foreign Countries, 
his Heart was alienated from God and his 
Worſhip.------What a SpeQacle is here! Solo- 
mon — wiſe and great, at his firſt ſetting out 
like a bright Morning without any Cloud; 
bur in a little Time the Sky began to lower, 
and about Noon almoſt a total Darkneſs ſuc- 
ceeded, which continued till toward the Even 
of his Day; which was but ſufficient to be- 
wail the Sins and Follies of his Life. And 
now having added Experience, and multiplied 


Obſervation to his great Wiſdom, he ſets up 
himſelf as a Way- mark " all ſuch as * 
b — | | 
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he the right Path to Felicity. He ſteps off 


from his Throne into a Pulpit, and repreſents, 
in the livelieſt Manner, the Ways in which 


he had miſcarried, and wearied out himſelf in 


the Purſuit of Happineſs. And therefore, he 
propoſes the Fear of God as the only Princi- 


ple, whence Contentment can ſpring; becauſe 


Religion is that Buſineſs, for which ſo excel- 
lent a Nature as Man's is chiefly fitted; no- 
thing elſe being able to ſatisfy this vaſt Capa- 
City. No Man could be better qualified to make 
the Experiment, than this great Preacher; and 
the Reſult of all was, © that tho the World 


might flatter us with a ſpecious pretence of 


« making us happy, yet when it comes to be 
ce ſearchd to the Bottom, all is Vanity and 


Vexation of Spirit. And therefore he very 
* wiſely concludes, that to fear God, and keep 


« his Commandments, is the Whole of Man. 
But of all his Auditors, none lay ſo ncar his 


Heart as young Perſons: Upon whom he 
wiſh'd Doctrine might drop as the Rain, and 


his Speech diſtill as the Dew, as the ſmall 


Rain upon the tender Herb, and as the Show- 
ers upon the Graſs. He was ſenſible, that they 
were eaſily miſled, and with how great Diffi- 
culty Wiſdom enters into their Souls ; and there- 
fore, as in other Writings he had treated them 
with a fatherly Affection, ſo in the Text he 
quickens his Stile ; and with a peculiar Smart- 
neſs of Addreſs, endeavours to rouze their At- 
tention, and to ſet before them the Iſſue of an 


irregular Courſe of Life. Rejoice, O young 
Man in thy Touth, and let thine Heart cheer thee - 
an the Days of thy Touth, &c. 
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„ 1 
I am not inſenſible, that the former Part of 
this Verſe is underſtood by ſome in the Way of 

Permiſſion: But I think with the generality - 
of Interpreters, That the Words are more em- 
phatical, if they are conſidered as a ſarcaſtick 
Speech, deſigned to allay the Heat, and ſuppreſs 
the Violence of youthful Deſires. By young 
Men Solomon underſtands not Children and 
Boys; but ſuch as are arrived to a full Taſte of 
Animal Delights; who therefore, without the 
Preſervative of Wiſdom and the Fear of God, 
are liable to be born down by them, as with- 
an impetuous Torrent. The general Uſe of 
thoſe Phraſes, walking in the Ways of the Heart, 
and in the Sight of the Eyes, is to expreſs an 
evil Courſe: And being join'd with a, But know 
thou that for all theſe Things God will bring 
thee into Fudgment, do moſt naturally lead us 
to take them as a Rebuke. But it alters not 
the Senſe, if we underſtand them as a Conceſ- 
ſion, under the following Limitation, That an 
Account muſt be given at laſt for our Conduct 
in this Life. As if the Wiſe Man had faid, 
« Young Men, I have ſet before you the true 
« Way to Happineſs : I have anatomiz'd the 
% World which you are now cntring upon, and 
ce with which you are almoſt invincibly charm'd. 
e Your Faculties are all freſh and blooming ; 
« and the Surfaces of all the Objects, which 
encounter your Senſes, have a tempting 
« Aſpe&. Ir requires Obſervation and Re- 
cc flection to make a juſt Eſtimate of Things; 

<« and to proportion your Deſires to them, in 
« Weight and Meaſure. You would miſtake 
Emy Deſign, if you ſhould think that I intend 
to 


4)Y | 
re to debarr you of all Pleaſure : No, there is 


* nothing better than that a Man ſhould cat 
4 and drink, and enjoy the Fruit of his La- 
_ * bours. But I adviſe you to take good Prin- 


& ciples along with you: Remember the Body 
& is but the meaner Part of your Conſtitution; 


« in proper Speech, your Soul is your {ſelf ;, . 


ce and therefore your chief Care ſhould be to 


* cultivate that, and to moderate your -Plea- 


ce ſures fo as not to neglect it: Religion doth 


ee not aboliſh, but govern them; and therefore 


ce he pleaſant, but wiſe ; ſtill remembring, that 


« your Actions are all to be review'd before the 


« Tribunal of the Great Governour of the 
«© World. And I hope this Advice will not 
« ſeem abſurd to ingenuous Minds, altho it 
« may bc ſomewhat troubleſome to conform 
«to it.-----But I ſec the young Epicure ſcorns 
« this Counſel: Life is ſhort, and therefore he 
« reſolves to make it as jovial as he can. . Ac- 
„ cordingly he gathers about him all the In- 
« ſtruments of Pleaſure and Delight, and de- 
« nics himſelf nothing that can gratify a. ſen- 
« ſual Heart and a wanton Eye. What I have 
ce to ſay to ſuch lewd Perſons as theſe, is on- 
« ly this: Goon, zf you pleaſe, in theſe riotous 
« Courſes; but, depend upon it, a ſad Rec- 
« koning will ſucceed ; and the Puniſhment of 
« your Extravagancies, and your Unmindful- 
« neſs of your Maker, will infinitely outweigh 
« all thoſe Pleaſures with which you are ſo 

ae nfatuated.” _ 25 
The Words rejoice and cheer, favour thoſe 
who underſtand the Text as a Permiſſipn, 
joined with ſtrict Cantion. And the Seven- 
| 2 
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ty * and St. Jerom t take them in this Senſe; 
but the Phraſes, Walk in the Ways of thy Heart, 
and in the Sight of thine Eyes, * coun- 
tenance the other; being, as I ſaid, generally 
uſed in an ill Senſe. This Interpretation is al- 
ſo greatly favour d by the Oppoſition, But know 
thou, &c. which makes the Form of Speech 
ironical.----It is not improbable, that Solomon did 
deſignedly chuſe ſuch Words, as anſwered both. 
Purpoſes. For it is by no Means his Intention 
to make Pleaſure and Religion inconſiſtent 
this would raiſe invincible Prejudices againſt it; 
but only to caution againſt the exceſſive In- 
dulgence of our Appetites, and immoderate 
Gratification of our Deſires. To prevent which, 
he propoſes the frequent Conſideration of a fir- 
ture Judgment, as highly uſeful. The Wiſe 
Man, therefore, allows what he may, and cor- 
res what he ought. Thus this Intermixture 
of Phraſes ſerves a uſeful Purpoſe; and, which 
way ſoever we underſtand them, I ſhall offer no 
Violence to the Text, or its Coherence, if I 
diſcourſe on the Three following Heads: 


I. That Youth is in itſelf bent upon fuch an 
cager Purſuit of Mirth and Pleaſure, as be- 
comes a great Impediment to the Fear of 
God, and its own truc Intereſt, 


II. That 
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+ Hebrzi ad Iſtael æſtimant Nennen mandatum, cui præei- 
pitur, ut fruatur divitiis ſuis, antequam ei capitivitatis tempus 
adveniat, & adoleſcentiam ſenectute commutet: quicquid de- 
r aut jocundum tam cordi quam oculis apparuerit, eo 
n promptu eft abutatur: ita tamen ut lc noverit in omnibus 
m. Hieronym. in loc. 
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reine 
I. That the beſt Remedy againſt theſe viti 


— 
, 


Exceſſes, is, the ſerious Remembrance of 


the Judgment- Day; or, . that for all theſe 
Things God will bring us to Fudgment.. . 
III. I ſhall ſhew the great Happineſs, which at- 
tends ſuch young Perſons, who are influ- 
enc'd by the Thoughts of a future Account, 
ſo as to be reſtrain'd from vitious Exceſſes; 
and to whom the Fear of. God becomes a 
ſteady Principle for the Conduct of Life. 
And, in the laſt Place, I ſhall briefly. apply 
this Diſcourſe to the preſent mournful Oc- 
caſion. 


I. I am to ſhew, That Youth is in itſelf bent 


upon ſuch an eager Purſuit of Mirth and Plea- 
ſure, as becomes a great Impediment to the Fear 
of God, and its own true Intereſt, 

It is evident, that we are all under Obliga- 
tions to God, upon the Account of his Excel- 
lency, his Benefits, and Dominion over us: 
That there is a Homage to be paid him : That he 
is neceſſarily Lord of all the Creatures he has 
made: And that altho' our Services profit him 
not, yet there is ſuch a Congruity and Fitneſs 
in his requiring them of us, that we cannot o- 
therwiſe conceive of him as holy and righteous. 
A ſuitable Conduct towards himſelf, is what we 
may be aſſured he inſiſts on, even from that 
Regard which he has to himſelf. And beſides, 
Acts of Homage are due to him, that ſo the 


Diſtance between the Creator and the Creatures 


may be truly kept up and maintain'd.-----Doth 
not Sovercignty require Acknowledgment, Ma- 
jeſty Adoration, and Goodneſs Love? To act 

| other- 
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otherwiſe towards the Great Author of Our Be. 
ings, is to treat him unworthily, to affront him 
to his Face, and to defeat the End of his Kind- 
neſs to us. And if God has a juſt Title to our 
Services, and our own true Happineſs cannot 
be promoted without it, then we are aſſured, 
that God, who makes nothing in vain, and 
doth not furniſh out Capacities without proper 
Objects to ſatisfy them, hap intended to make 
Man ultimately happy by a certain Rule of Acti- 
on: Which not only obliges to Sobricty and 
Temperance, and the facial Virtues; but di- 
rects him to the Eſteem of God, as the moſt 
excellent Being; to love him, as the moſt 
bountiful Benefactor; to fubmit the Will to 
him, and particularly acknowledge bim in all 
his Perſections. A Learned Man well obſerves, 
« There is no Congruity or Proportion in the 
« Diſpoſtion and correſpondent Order of Bo- 
« dies or Magnitudes; no Fitneſs or Agree- 
« ment in the Application of ſiniltar and equal 
« gcometricat Figures one to another, or in the 
comparing them one with another, ſo viſt- 

4 ble and conſpi as is the Beauty and 
« Harmony of the Exerciſe of God's ſeveral 
Attributes, meeting with ſuitable Returns of 
* Duty and Honour from all his rational Crea- 
„ tures throughout the Univerſe. The Conſi- 
<« deration of his Eternity and Infiniry, his Ho- 
« linefs and his Wildom neceſſatily commands 
« our higheſt Admiration. The Senſe of his 
« Omniprelence forces 4 t awful Re- 

« gard toward him. His ſupreme Aurhoriry, as 
being the Creator, Prefiiver, and abſolute 
« Govecrnour of all 1 obliges us to pay 
« him 
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him all poſſible Honour and Veneration, A. 


* doration and Worſhip; and his Unity re- 
** quires that it be paid to him alone: His 


c Power and Juſtice demand - our Fear : His 


* Mercy and Placableneſs encourage our Hope: 
His Goodneſs neceſſarily excites our Love: 
* His Veracity and Unchangcableneſs ſecure 
* our Truſt in Him. The Senſe of our ha- 
* ving recciv'd our Bcings and all our Pow- 
ers from him, makes it infinitely reaſon- 
** able that we ſhould employ our whole Be- 
* ings, and all our Faculties in his Service. 
* The Conſciouſneſs of our continual Depend- 
* ance upon him, both for our Preſervation, 
* and the Supply of every Thing we want, ob- 
© liges us to conſtant Prayer: And the good 
Things we enjoy, and the Hopes and Ex- 
c pectations of what's to come, demand our 
* hearticſt Gratitude and Thankſgiving.” 

| Theſe Things appear ſo plain, ſo highly juſf 
and reaſonable, and ſo eaſy in the general to 


' be attain'd, (altho' the Particulars are of vaſt 


Extent) that they rather thruſt theraſelves upon 
the Mind, than require an operoſe Study to get 
the Knowledge of them. To lay them up in 
the Heart, to keep them ftill in Sight, and 
have them at Hand in all the Actions of Life; 
is indeed a great Work, and what Youth is too 


' prone to neglect. And therefore the Wiſe 


Man plies young Perſons with repeated Exhor- 
tations to this Purpoſe : Hear, ye Children, the 
Inſtructious of a Father; and attend to know 
Underſtanding *.. For I give you good Dott- 
| Fine z 
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lament it. 


(1 1 '9 * N 
forſake yon not my Law *? Get Wif- 
forget it not, neither 


vine; 
dom, get Underſtanding, 


40 from the Mor 6 -, my Mouth. For- 
ſake her not, and ſhe Ar So thee : Love 
her, and (be ſhall keep 6 t. Hear In- 


ſtruction, and be wiſe, and refuſe it not It. 
Remember thy Creator in the Days of thy 
Touth, while the evil Days come not, nor the 
Tears draw nigh, when thou ſhalt ſay, I have 
no Pleaſure in them . Thus carneſtly doth he 
perſwade, that, while the Prints of the Crcator's 
Goodneſs arc freſh upon them, they ſhould re- 
member God. But it is a Truth too evident 
to admit of any Diſpute, and too ſad to be 
cntertain'd without Regret, **- That young Per- 
e ſons ſeldom bethink themſelves, and ſay, 

Where is God, my Maker 
When Reaſon awakes, and all our Faculties 
are vigorous, certainly it is very becoming to 
make God and his Service our Choice. But, 
alas ! the Neglect of this is ſo common, and the 
Inſtances of genuine Piety are ſo few, eſpeci- 
ally in the early Seaſon of Life, and amongſt 
thoſe born to more plentiful Fortunes, that the 
Lovers of God and Religion cannot ſufficiently 
For as a Diſeaſe often grows ſtronger 
when the Blood is too rich and high, fo it very 
frequently falls out, that thoſe Circumſtances of 
Life which yield the ſtrongeſt Motives, and fur- 
niſh out the beſt Opportunities for an eminent 
Courſe of Virtue, produce the moſt extrava- 
gant Vices; and join, to the Immorality of the 
Vater. a Scorn of any Controul from the 
C 2 Dictates 
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Dictates of Conſcience, the Authority of God, 
mpenſes of another World. As 
if They might ſin with a ſpecial Licenſe, and 


were not under the ſame Ties and Bonds with 


the reſt of Mankind. Their Language is too 
often ſuch as this: © Let us not trouble our 
« ſelves with theſe dull Studies of Good and 


« Evil, and the pretended Pleaſures of So- 


e briety and Religion. Nature has chalk'd out 


to us the Way of Life, which is ſuitable to 


ce our blooming Years, ample Fortunes, large 
< Deſires, and active Fancics, which arc open- 
ing to us new Landſchapes, and diſcovering 
ce freſh Pleaſures to be enjoy d: Let us take our 
«© Fill of Delight, and not anticipate the Days 
« of Darkneſs, wrapping up the World in Si- 
« lence and Death. No, let the Eye be enter- 
* taincd with beautiful and pleaſing Spectacles, 
<« the Ear with the Harmony of Sounds, the 
« Taſte with delicious Wines, and the Touch 
with all the Softneſſes of Nature: Let the 
« Paſſions all play, and the Senſes imbibe their 
te proper Objects, and the Heart ſwell with Joy 
and be undiſturbed in its Embraces : Let To- 
** morrow be as to Day: And for other Mat- 
ce ters, there are evil Days on, when 
« we ſhall ſay there is no Pleaſure in them; 
« which are the propereſt Seaſons for Religion 

and Devotion,” Thus the unthinking Mind 
p urrenders itſelf to the Importunines of irregular 


Affections. 


If we examine into the Occaſions of this 
Diſorder, we ſhall ſee, that Salomon reſolves it 
intothe Inventions of Men, joyned to their Un- 
attentiveneſs to the Voice of God, cither in Na- 
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ture, or Revelation. Lo, this only have 1 fornd, 
that God made Man upright ; but they have 
ſought out many Inventions. * In the Order of. 
Nature, the Underſtanding is to perform the Part 


of a watchful Centinel; and to examine, what 


enters into-the Man, what its Errand and Buſi- 
neſs is; and to judge what isfit to be purſued, or 
what ought to be avoided: And not to pro- 
nounce any thing good, merely . becauſe it 
pleaſes; but to conſider its conducibleneſs to the 
Intereſt of Man, and the Proportion it bears to 
his final Happineſs. The Neglect of this gives 
Room for irregular Deſires to fix their Reſidence 
to ſollicit, and importune; and fo by Degrees to 
create Uneaſineſs, if they are not ſatisfied; and 
at length to ſet Reaſon itſelf upon contriving, 
how to fulfill the Luſts of the Fleſn. And Fan- 
cy enlarges the Proſpect of Pleaſure; and there- 
by adds greater Force to thoſe Appetites, which 
were too violent before. Let no man ſay, when 
he is tempted, I am tempted of God; for God 
cannot be tempted with Evil, 2 tempteth. 
he any — ; but every one is tempted when he 
is drawn away of his own Luſt, and enticed: 

then when Luft hath conceived, it bringeth 
forth Sm. 1 Tis from this Fountain of unbri- 
dled Luſt, that actual Sin proceeds. 

The Want of good Education, which ſhould 
enlarge the Views of the Mind, and unfold the 
Principles, which are as it were interwoven into 
Nature it ſelf, leaves the Mind in a great mea- 
ſure deſtitute of Force to reſiſt thoſe Lyſts ; And 
then the Luſts themſclves quickly excite the Will, 
to determine in their Fayour ; and ſo the World 

is 


Eccl. vii. v. 29, + James i. 13, 14, 15. 


( 22 ) 
is actually corrupted. Put off the Old man, 
ſays the Apoſtle, which is corrupt with deceit- 
ful Luſts : * The Want of good Diſcipline paves 
the Way; and voluntary Neglects, when we are 
able to cultivate our Minds, and to lay the Ax to 
the Root of theſe Deſires, occaſion them to grow 
up into Habits; and inveterate Habits, without the 
Controul of Grace, carry all before them. Youth 
is raw and uncxpericn'd, precipitant and raſh, 
bold and fearleſs in its Reſolutions, and violent 
in the Proſecution of them. Which brings 
me to the 2d Thing I propoſed to treat of, vi. 
II. That the beſt Remedy againſt theſe vitious 
Exceſſes, is, the ſerious Remembrance of the 
Judgment Day; or that for all theſe things God 
will bring us into Judgment, _ rs 
That we are accountable for our Actions, is 
the neceſſary Reſult of God's Government of 
the World. The very Notion of. Law ſuppoſes 
Judgment and Execution according to Mens 
Behaviour; it being altogether unbecoming the 
Wiſdom of God, to make Laws and be uncon- 
cern'd whether they are oblery'd or not. And ec 
there is in all Men ſome Apprehenſion of this; 60 
God hath planted in every one a Conſcience, cc 
which is a Preſage of this future Retribution ; 40 
but Revelation gives a more plain Account of it, 
and lets us know, that God hath appointed a * 
Day, in which he will judge the World in * 
Righteouſneſs, by that Man whom he hath or- * 
dained ; whereof he hath given Aſſurance un- Ve 
to all Men, in that he hath raiſed him from on 
the Dead. F We are admoniſh'd not to de- ag 
ceive our ſelves; and that they who ſow 7 the pl 
| Zeſb 
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Fleſb, ſhall of the Fleſh reap Corruption; that 
Anguiſb, Tribulation, and Ii rath belong to e- 
ver Soul that doth Evil: that We muſt all ap- 
pear before the Fudgment Seat of Chriſt, to 
give an Account of what we have done im the 
Body, whether it be good or evil; That he ſball 
come in his Glory, and all the holy Angels with 
him, and ſit upon his Throne; That he ſhalt 
deſtend from Heaven with a Shout, with the 
Voice of an Arch- Angel, and with the Trump 
of God ; That before him the Nations fhall be 
gather d, and the Books ſball be open d. and Sen- 
tence paſsd according to the Demerit of Mens 
Actions. The Son of Man ſhall come, in the 
glory of his Father, with his Angels; and then 
ſhall he reward every Man according to his 
Works. He will ſeparate them one from ano- 
ther, as a Shepherd divideth his Sheep from the 
Coats; and he ſhall ſet his Sheep on his right 
Hand, but the Goats on the left : Then ſhall the 
King ſay to thoſe on his right Hand, Come ye 
« bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom 
« prepared for Jou, from the Foundation of the 
« World; and then ſhall he ſay to them on his 
« left hand, go ye curſed into everlaſting Fire, 
« prepared for the Devil and his Angels. 

It is certain, that human Nature is endued 
with Proſpect, whereby it can look to the End 
of an Action, and compare the preſent Good 
with a future threatned Evil : And, if the latter 
very much ontweigh the preſent appearing Good, 
we are from thence inſtructed to forbear ſuch 
an Action, even tho' it create us a preſent trou- 
ble. To pluck out a right Eye, and to cut off 
a right Hand, - are things horrible to Natures 
but 


* 
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but when we ſee Death muſt be the Conſequent tat 

of that Omiſſion, although this cannot be done co 

Bu without great Pain, yet we ſubmit to it, rather ex 
ww than to part with this natural Life. In this Caſe im 


. the Proſpect of avoiding a greater Evil, and ſecu- ut! 
ll ring a future tho' uncertain Good, (as Life is,) {el 
111 determines us to part with a Limb, rather than all 
the whole Body ſhould be deſtroyed. The ſame | 
Method is requiſite for our Souls; we muſt part tri 
with our Luſts, rather than caſt them into Hell. 
Fire, and expoſe them to the Wrath of an in- de 
cenſed God. _ 
Nov this Doctrine of a future Account, the po 
Certainty and Severity of it, is the greateſt Curb T] 
which can be externally propoſed to the moſt W. 


wanton Sinner; and, were it duly conſider d, M 
wou'd be the moſt effectual Remedy againſt the pl 
Temptations we are aſſaulted with. | Ol 

While there is this Variety and Duplicity in ſo 
our Conſtitution, we are from our Frame liable ti 
to do Evil, as well as Good : but in Proportion R 
to the Strength of our Appetites, and the Weak- A 
neſs of our intellectual Powers, our Nature is bl 
more liable to be enticed and drawn into Sin. ar 
Now we have not only the Light of Reaſon, Li 
which repreſents the native Foulneſs of Vice, m 
which is in it ſelf a ſtrong reaſon why we ſhould th 
avoid it; but alſo, becauſe of our Feebleneſs, D 
God has certified us of a future Account, which W 
will conſign the Sinner to Puniſhment. So that ne 
if Piety and Virtue have not Charms enough to R 
attract our Affections for their own ſake ; yet from be 
a Principle of Self- Love, and a Regard to our by 
own Welfare, we ſhould be ſober and circum- ſt 
ſpect in our whole Converſation. The Temp- ri 


tations -. 
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tations to ſin are indeed preſent, and the Ac- 
count is future; but ſince it will be, and is ſo 
exceedingly terrible, that the Sinner continuing 
impenitent ſhall be at that Time reduc d to the 
utmoſt Diſtreſs, it is natural to intertogate out 
ſelves, what manner 1 Perſons we ſhould be in 
all holy Converſation : N | 
Nov the Meditation of the Judgment Day con- 
tributes to our mortify ing Sin, and living to God; 

1. Firſt, As it gives us a more convincing Evi. 
dence of the real difference of Good and Evil; 
That theſe are not meer Names arbitrarily im- 
pos d, but ariſe from the real Conſtitution of 
Things. While Things remain as they are, ſome 
will bs equal, others uncqual ; fit, or unfit. The 
Mind by Attention and Enquiry diſcerns this, as 
plainly as the Eye deſcries Beauty and Proporti- 
on, of which every one is capable of perceiving _ 
ſomewhat. For in Good and Evilthere is no Cri- 
ticiſm or Sagacity requiſite to diſcern the greater 
Rules of Duty: The principal Care is to keep the 
Affections obedient, and the Practice conforma- 


ble to them. But to ſee this in its whole Frame, 


and to have ſuch a clear perception, as that the 
Life ſhould be thoroughly guided by it, (if we 
may judge by the many falſe Rules which even 
the wiſeſt Philoſophers have dictated,) is a real 
Difficulty. A clear Perception, I ſay, of the 
whole Extent of the Rules of Practice, if it be 
not entirely owing to, is at caſt greatly aſſiſted by 
Revelation. And all theſe Rules being there 
bound upon us by the Aſſurance that God will 
bring every Work into Judgment, irreſiſtibly in- 
ſtruts us in this great Truth. For, as no Man who 
rightly conceives of God, can think that he puts 
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D 
his Creatures to Pain fox his Pleaſure, but when 
there are wiſe and juſt, i. , neceſſaty Reaſons; 
So, if he will inflict ſuch Punjſhments on the OG 
fender; it is a certain Sign, that Sin is the moſt 
formidable Evil, that God perfectly hates it; and 
that it is neceſſary in ſome Meaſure to ſhew is 
Deteſtation of it in order to-preſerve- an Eflecug 
for Goodneſs amongſt intelligent Beings. Now 
Nothing contributes more to the ayoiding Evil; 
and ſettling the Fear of God, than a Senſe of the 
Difference of the One from the other; that the 
righteous Lord loveth Righteouſneſs ; and that 
upon the wicked he will rain Snares, and Fire; 
and Brimſtone ; and that a horrible Tempeſt ſhall 
be the Portion of their Cup; and that, ſince this 
is the Award of a God, who is not only holy 
and righteous, but perfectly good, from whom 
nothing that is unjuſt or cruei can ever proceed: 
Sin, I fay, muſt be a formidable Evil; or elſe 
tuch ſevere Puniſhments would not be denounc d 
againſt it. And if it be ſo great an Evil, then we 
ought to put it far away from us. Hou cam I do 
this great Wickedneſs, and fin. againſt God ! 
was Foſeph's Preſervative under the ſtrongeſt 
Temptations to thoſe Sins with which Youth are 
eaſily enſnar d. 
2. The Meditation of future Jungment awa» 
kens Fear, which is a great Preſervative againſt 
Sin. The frame of our nature is ſuch, that we 
are not only capable of diſcerning Good or Evil; 
but wie are endued with Paſſions, which are de- 
ſign d to quicken our Motion, either in flying 
from, or purſuing the reſpective Objects which 
come to our Notice. And, in Order to avoid 
Sin, Fear is neceſſary, being a Flight * 
ebnen — 
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Now the Idea of a greater farure Evil, is, i in the 
natural order of Things, a Balance to the preſent 
Uneaſtneſs which attends unſatisfy d Defire. To 
avoid the Stone, or Gout, or fome other tedious 
and ſharpPain, Men generally refuſe tome Things 
pet to the Appetite, And, by the ſame Me- 
we did attend to the Affalrs of our Souls, 
AY we are apt to do to the Concerns of the Body; 
the thought of the dreadful Ifuc of an evil Courſe 
would detet us from it. And for this Purpoſe the 
holy Scripraresdeſcribe the Coming of the Lord 
with all the Circumſtances of Terror; and ſet 
forth the Miſeries of the damned under ſuch Phra- 
fes, as fill the mind with the moſt frightful Ima- 
ges, that ſo its own Fears may become a Guard 
upon it to preſerve it from Evil. And fuch 
Truths, when frequently meditated upon, are 
able to extinguiſh the Fire of Luft, to calm th 
moſt extravagant Pafftions, and to render the 
Mind compoſed and ſober, watchful and ſerious, 
that we may be found of God in Peace. Felix felt 
the Force of this Truth under St. Pauls Preach- 
ing. He could not forbear trembling at the lively 
Repreſentation of this Day; and of that Righte- 
oufneſs, and Temperance, which is preparative to 
it. Upon this Account Solomon pronounces the 
Man happy, that feareth atways !* It is not or- 
dinartly to be fuppoſed, that Sin will be mortify d 
any other Way. If there is an impetuous Luſt to 
be fubdu d, the Fear of the Puniſhment, which at- 
tends its Gratification, firſt breaks off the Corres 
ſpondence between the Heart and that Object. 
Love indeed will perfect our good Inclinations; 
but Fear makes the Afſault upon our Evil Ones. 
| D 2 ERKReaſon 
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Reaſon is in theſe Caſes generally partial, and in- 
dulgent to a favourite Luſt: but when the Terrors 
of the Lord are diſplayed, and diſcharge them- 
ſelves on the Conſcience, this appeaſes the tumul- 
tuouſneſs of our Affections. This Voice of the 
Lord is full of Majeſty ; and whoknows the Pow- 
er of his Anger ? according to thy Fear, ſo is thy 
Wrath. * The Wrath of God exceeds our Fear, 
tho' that is very inventive, and frames a thouſand 
Suppoſitions of Eyils which may never befall Us. 
When therefore the great Day of the Lord, which 


cometh as a Thief in the Night, isduly thought of; 


and eſpecially, if God ſtrikes in with, and gives 
Force to thoſe Conſiderations, they prove an An- 
tidote againſt Sin. 

37 might add, that the Meditation of the fur 
ture Judgment does alſo preſent to us the Reward 
of our good Actions. It ſhall be ſaid to all ſuch, as 
have been true to theRedeemer's Intereſt, Well 
done, good and faithful Servant, enter thou into 
the Foy of thy Lord. Then they, who have con- 
ſecrated themſelt es to the Servicę of their Crea- 
tor in the Flower of their age, and in the Prime of 
their Strength: Thoſe Young Men in whom the 
Word of God abideth, and who have it in their 


Hearts, that they might not ſinagainſt him, who 


have overcome their ſinful Deſires, ſhall be openly 
applauded in the View of Angels and Men, and 
ſhall be made Pillars in the Temple of God, and 
3 o no more out. There is Foy indeed over 

ne K nner that repenteth : But the elder Son, 
= had always — with his Father, was in the 
happier Condition. It is the divine Prerogative to 
ſhew Mercy; and it is always pleaſing to him Ka 


* Pſalm xc, v. 11. 
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ſee them, that have run a Courſe in Sin, return: 
But Obedience is better than Repentance, and an 
early Piety than a late Converſion. 7 thy ſervant, 
ſaid Obadiah, fear the Lord from my Touth.---- 
Such ſhall be ſure to find their —— at the 
great Audit. But this naturally falls under the 

III. Third of thoſe Heads which I propoſed to 
inſiſt on, vig. The great Happineſs, which at- 
tends thoſe young. Perſons, who have been ſo 
influenc'd by the Thoughts of a future Judgment, 
as to be reſtrain'd from vitious Exceſſes; and to 
whom the Fear of God becomes a ſteady Prin- 
ciple for the Conduct of Life. 

Time doth not allow me to branch out this 
Part of my Diſcourſe into many Particulars: 
But I ſhall ſuggeſt in ſhort ſome of thoſe Things, 
which may be proper to be conſider d for this 
Purpoſe. 

Hereby they are delivered from thoſe gullty 
Fears, which haunt the Minds of others. Good 
Men, in Times of Affliction, have been migh- 
tily diſtreſs d with the Remembrance of their 
youthful Follies; which, like Strains and Bruiſes, 
altho' not much regarded in the vigorous Part of 
Life, yet in old age create much Uncaſineſs and 
Pain. Thou writeſt bilter Things againſt me, 
ſaid Fob, and makeſt me to poſſeſs the Iniquities 
of my Touth *. And David after him, Re- 
— * not the Sins of my Touth t. Sin is in 
its own Nature productive of Sorrow; ſooner 
or later it ſcatters an uneaſy Shame over the Soul. 
Guilt is no pleaſing Companion; and, if the 


Jealouſy that our Hearts arc not right with God, 


and faithful in his Covenant, render the thoughts 
of 


Job. xiii. ver, 26. + Pf uv. . 
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of him leſs comfortable, What aſtoniſhing Fear 


muſt attend the Perſon whoſe Boxes are full of 


the Sims of bis Touth . On the contrary, when 
our early Years arc devoted to God, what Com- 
fort and Pleaſure reſults from thence ! Great 
Peace heve they who love thy Law, and no- 
thing ſpall offend them. They may ſecurely truft 
in Goa in all the Faintings and Langniſhings of 
Nature ; to whom, as the Prophet ſpeaks, God 


hath fone 4 Gnide in their Toutb+. Thy: whohave 


been taught by him in that Age, and have made 
him their Truſt, may without Heſitation commit 
themſelves to him, and ſay, Thau art my Hope, 
O Lord, thou art my Truſt from my Touth. And 
altho' this carthly Tabernacle may, even quickly 
after it is come to its Dimenſions, juft Size, and 
Proportion, begin to moulder and crumble a- 
way; yet they may be comforted that they haue 
a Houſe, not made with Hands, but eternal in 
the Heavens. The Sting of Death is Sin; 
and ſuch as have goverh'd their Youth by the 
Maxims of Piety and Virtue, have leaft of that 
ro feel : A good Conſcience, and a clear Inte- 
grity, render the Mind undaunted when Death 
preſents itſelf, and teaches a calm Submiſſion. 
And even tho' ſuch Perſons ſhould with Reſpect 
to the Number of Years then accompliſh'd, and 


according to the ulual Standard of Life, deſire 


that if it be poſſible this Cup might paſs from 
them, yct they may quietly refign their Breath in- 
to the Hands of him who is the Lord of Life, and 
ſay, Not my Will, but thine be done. This 
draws me on to the melancholy Subject which 


has occaſion'd this Diſcourſe, the Death of 


Mr. FryeR. , A 


Job. xx. ver. 11; + Jer. iii. ver. 4. 
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A Youpg Gentleman, in whom not only the 


Hopes of an Honourable Family are extinguiſh d, 


but a rare Example of Sobriety and Virtue is loſt 
out of the World; m an Age when ſerious Piety 
and innocent Behaviour needs ſo much Recom- 
mendation. To be great and good are at all 
Times a plcakng Spectacle; and eſpecially in 
Vouth; when Nature conſpires with the Temp» 
tations without, and a more exalted Condition 
multiplies the Objects which are apt to entice a- 
way the Heart from God. And the Almighty 
takes it kindly, when: we transfer our Reſpects 
to him, while univerſal Nature is offering its 
Charms, and courting our Affections. How ge- 
nerous is it then to {ay, Thos art the Lord of my 
Life, and to thee I ama devoted! This, I am per 
{waded, was his ſettled Reſolution; and, upon 
the Competition, God and his Favour was his 
Choice. He was not ambitious of making a 
Figure in the World at the Expence of Con- 
ſcience. I remember I once talk d with him 
upon that Subject; and he gave me ſufficient 
Satisfaction, that he valued no Honours which 
muſt be purchaſed at ſo dear a Rate. Glory and 
Honour, and Eminence of Station, are not to 
be deſpis d; but may be innocently covered, if 


Wiſdom hold the Reins, and good Principles and 


Intentions, like an even Thread, run through 
the whole Courſe of Life. At another Time we 
were diſcourſing concerning Death, and a wil- 
lingneſs to leave this World : He faid, This 
« was more cafily talk d of, than attain d; 
but added, That when he found himſelf ill, 
« he made it his Buſiuefs to ſearch into him- 
< {clf, and ſwiftly to enquire what had been 
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cc amils, that ſo he might be prepared for the 
ce wotſt.” This drop 


low Voice, as if he was rather ſpeaking to him- 
ſelf than to inform any body elſe. Indeed his 
Humility and Modeſty were remarkable. His 
Temper was pleaſant and facetious. He ſcem'd 
to take Delight in hearing or reading ſome plea- 


fant Turns of Wit; but had an abſolute ab- 


horrence of every thing obſcene and unbecom- 
ing the Purity of a Chriſtian. I never heard him, 
upon any Occaſion, mention the Name of God 


Ilghtly; which was alſo obſerv'd by the Servants 


who waited on him : A Vice Perſons of diftin- 
guiſh'd Condition are very apt to be guilty of; 
I ſpeak this to their Shame, becaufe they are 
under the ſtrongeſt Ties to Gratitude and Reve- 
rence. He was naturally brisk, and full of in- 


nocent Joy, when in Health; but he kept all 


this under the Regulation of a future Account : 
This not 'only reſtrain'd him, but caus'd. him to 
renounce with Indignation the Vices in which 
others glory. He once ſaid tome, . There were 
Opportunities enough to be wicked, and yet 
« to be ſecret in the Commiſſion of Evil ; but 
te the Fear of God, and the Love of Goodneſs 
ce was his Preſervative.” He thought well of God's 
Service, and accounted it honourable:He took no 
Pleaſure in the groſs Diverſions which are com- 
monly preferred: He was ſenſible what Snares 
they led Perſons into, and what Debaucheries 
and Extravagancies are their uſual Attendants. 
For this Reaſon he kept but little Company, ha- 
ving only a few choſen Friends, with whom he 


did aſſociate ; rather leſſening than increaſing his 
Ac- 


d from him on the By; 
and I obſery'd was ſpoken with a ſerious Air and. | 
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Acquaintance, ashe told me not long before his 
Death. I am not afraid torepreſent him as truly 
religious, and one of the Glories of his Age: 
Faithful to God, and well · diſpoſed to Men. No 
Father ever enjoy d a Son of a more dutiful Diſ- 
poſition; and it was his conſtant Care to recom- 
mend himſelf to him by a ſtrict Obſervance of 
whatever he thought tended to render his Life 
eaſy, or to teſtify his Reſpect. I am ſenſible that 
this muſt make the Loſs the more grieyous to the 
Father; but it muſt be remember d alſo, that it 
makes the Deceaſed the more happy in the other 

World: For, next to God, Duty to our Parents 
carries the ſtrongeſt particular Obligation. He 

was a loving Brother, and a kind Maſter, and a 

courteous Gentleman. The Law of Kindneſs 

was in his Lips. Had it pleaſed God to have 

ſpared him, and given him Health, he would have 

been a uſeful Member of Society, and an Orna- 

ment to Religion: He would have had Ability 

and Inclinationto promote the Intereſt ofgenuine 

Piety, Honeſty, and Virtue, which he valued 

wherever they were found But he is gone, and 

the Eye, that hath ſeen him, ſball fee him no 

more. His Memory will be precious in the Fa- 

mily of which he was a Member, and to all that 

knew him. I ſhall only make two Reflections 

on this Occaſion, and fo conclude. - 

If. That the Loſs of a pious young Gentle- 
man is to be lamented; and it becomes others to 
mingle their Tears with thoſe; of ; this Family.” 
How happy would it be for Brittain, if the riſing 
Generation were bleſſed with a good Number of 
ſuch Gentry ! How would publick Affairs proſper, 
under their Management! Then God, even our, 

N 5 ** on 


1 Ty 1 
on God, would Hi and cauſe his Fact 
to ſtine upon us. Perſons in meaner Stations may 
wiſh well and every Body ſhould contribute all 


they can to the Publick Happineſs ; but Men of 


Eſtate and diſtinguiſhed Condition are naturally 
the Guardians of their Country. Their Influ- 
ence is extenſive, and their good or ill Behaviour 
is of the greateſt Conſequence; It muſt be ſaid 
to the Praiſe of his honourable Father, that he 
has been a happy Agent for the good of his 
Country: And there is all the Reaſon in the 
World to believe, the ſame. good 
was inherited by his Son. And it was no mall 
Comfort to his Father, to find theſe pro 
Indications in him. If David had ach a 
fionate Affection for a rebellious Son, as to 
break out into ſuch moving Expreſſions for him; 
is not a Son of this. obedient and dutiful Diſ- 
poſition a moſt ſenſible Loſs? This being added 
to former Afflictions, calls for a ferious Search, 
and a broken Heart, which yet muſt be attended 
with an humble Truſt in God. We muſt not 
forget the Exhortation, which ſpeaks to us as 
Children: My Son, deſpiſe not the chaſtening 
of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked 
of him. To deſpiſe them, is an Argument of 
Inſolence and Arrogance of Mind; As if, when 
God ſtrikes, we ſhou'd not regard his Authority 
And to faint, is to diſtruſt his fatherly Love. A 
Mixture therefore of holy Sorrow with a filial 
Truſt, is the praper Temper. The Words of 
the Apoſtle ought to be remembred : Further- 
more we have had Fathers of our Fleſh, which 
corrected us, and we gave them Reverence: 
Shall we not much rather be in ſubjettion 7 
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2. From hat has been already di ſed, wap: | 
pears, that early, Picty is the trueſt Wiſdom. _ 
ſhould now make my Addreſs to young Gentle- 
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ſhew, how reaſonable it is, that they above all o- 
thers ſhould honour their Creator. Their Birth 
and Breeding, their ample Eſtates, and their pub- 
lick Influence, are ſo far from exempting them 
from che Obligations to Religion,, that they 
ſtrongly enforce. every Argument for it. But 
you have all rational Souls, and are in à World, 
which has Snares ſtrong enough to entangle 
You, without a religious, Care. Oh then ſut- 
fer not your ſelves to be carried away by the 
Biaſs of ſenſe, aftex the Sight of your Eyes, and 
Imagination of your Hearts; but remember your 
Creator. Conſider the Right God has in You ; the 
Capacities of your Souls, which can be no way 
happy but by the Reſignation of your ſelves to 
Him. Make Haſt, and delay not tgkeep his Com- 
mandments. Howdiſcygenyous is it to put off 
your Maker with the Refuſe af your Time and 
Strength! Were you tyre gf, gontinuing Life to 
its utmoſt Period; how hard muſt it be then, 
when every Corruptic as it were an Iron- 
Sine w to break, tþ alter the Complexion of your 
Soul? And, if you ate not born from above, if you 
do not live the life of Reaſon and of Faith, be aſ- 
ſured, that Sin will dilappoint You. You may, 

| when 


* Heb. xii. ver, 9, 10. 
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when your Fleſh and 4 i; confluniit 91 
riotous Courſes, ſay, how have L hated lu 
tion, and my Heart deſpiſed Reproof, and he 
not obey'd the Voice of my Teachers, nor incline 
mine car to them that inſtructed me? Then whall 
remains, but @:looking for the fearful and fen 
Inaignation of the Lord which will overtaks 
impious Youth; as well as inveterate Sinners. Bg 
now therefore wiſe for Eternity; that ſo vo 
may have an abundant Entrance into the hea 
venly Kingdom; and eſcape that dreadful: De 
luge of Wrath, which will be be the Portion of the 
impenitent. The Lord knoweth the Way 
the Righteous ; ; but the May of the god 
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